
HONOURS AND RECORDS
D AV E  D O O L E Y  S A I N T S  H E R I TA G E  S O C I E T Y

ST HELENS RFC 1895-2025 130 YEARS OF STRAIN, PAIN AND GAIN

CLUB V CLUB RECORDS - ALL YEARS 
AND SUPER LEAGUE 

PLAYERS 

COACHES 

HONOURS 

LINKS TO SHS WEBSITE PAGES WITH 
MATCH HIGHLIGHTS 

JUST HOW WELL HAVE YOUR 
SAINTS’ TEAMS PERFORMED? 



INTRODUCTION

SAINTS HERITAGE SOCIETY WEBSITE - A MOUNTAIN OF FACTS

Established in the year 2000, the Saints Heritage Society has 
developed into one of the greatest Rugby League websites in the 

world, with details of almost 5000 official Saints’ matches and 
over 1300 first team players. In addition the site contains an in-
depth history of the Club before 1895 and a complete record of 

our high-achieving Women’s team. 

So much rich history naturally raises hundreds of questions when 
you scan the pages: 

How well have we performed against other teams over the years? 

Which players hold our Club records? 

Which trophies have we collected along the Way?



C L U B  H O N O U R S  

The Saints got off to a flying start 
in their quest for honours in the 

Northern Union reaching the first 
Final of the Challenge Cup on the 

24th of April 1897. Their 
opponents that day, Batley 

deserved their 10 points to 3 
victory. For the Saints David ‘Red’ 

Traynor (photo below) scored a 
splendid try. 

 

In historical terms, the Saints only 
had to wait another three years to 

get their hands on a trophy. On the 
30th of April 1900, the Saints 

faced Runcorn in the Final of the 
curiously named South West 

Lancashire and Border Towns Cup. 
The Saints vanquished the 

“Linnets” courtesy of tries from 
Jim Barnes and John Appleton.  

The Saints had to wait another 15 
years for their next Final. 

Unfortunately, they had to face 
one of the greatest ever teams to 

grace a rugby league field - 
Huddersfield aka ‘The team of all 
Talents’. The Challenge Cup Final 

of the 1914/15 season was played 
at Watersheddings, Oldham and 

resulted in a resounding 37 points 
to 3 defeat for the Saints.  

Indeed the long-suffering Saints’ 
supporters had to endure another 
two Challenge Cup Final defeats 

against Widnes in 1930 and 
Huddersfield again in 1953 

beefore they lifted the prestigious 
Challenge Cup on the 25th of April 
1956. Photo below shows captain 

Alan Prescott with the Cup. 

The Saints’ teams of the 1950s 
really kicked started the glory run 

which has continued to the 
present day.  

  

FIRST FINAL FIRST TROPHY

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=543
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16445
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16445
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=631
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=1157
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=2680
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=2680


13 times RL Challenge Cup Winners



17 times RL Champions



3 times World Club Champions

2001 

The mighty Saints fight back in 
a Bolton blizzard to defeat 

Brisbane Broncos.

2007 

The Saints return to Bolton to 
defeat the Broncos again and 

claim their second title.

2023 

A thrilling drop goal from 
Lewis Dodd goes down as one 

of their best ever wins.

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=4611
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=89
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=5155


Four Premiership Trophy Victories with 
Harry Sunderland Trophy winners

George Nicholls 1976 

Saints 15 Salford 2

Harry Pinner 1985 

Saints 36 Hull KR 16

Chris Joynt 1993 

Saints 10 Wigan 4

Geoff Pimblett 1977 

Saints 32 Warrington 20

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=3629
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=4010
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=3674
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=358


11 Lancashire Cup Wins



Other Honours

8 Lancashire League Titles 

1929-30, 1931-32, 1952-53, 
1959-60, 1964-65, 1965-66, 

1966-67, 1968-69

2 BBC2 Floodlit Trophies 

14 December 1971             
Saints 8 Rochdale Hornets 2 

16 December 1975             
Saints 22 Dewsbury 2

John Player Trophy 1987-88 

9 Janury 1988 

Saints 15 Leeds 14 

2 League Leaders Trophies 

1964-65 

1965-66

European Club Champions  
1970-71      

St Gaudens 11 Saints 30  
Saints 62 St Gaudens 0 

Western Divion Champions  

16 May 1964  

Saints 10 Swinton 7

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=3041
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=3354
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=4115


RECORD SAINTS V SELECTED CLUBS



RECORD SAINTS V CLUBS 100+ MATCHES



RECORD SAINTS V SL CLUBS



RECORD SAINTS V AUSTRALIA



RECORD SAINTS V NEW ZEALAND



NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - APPEARANCES

“Invariably the greatest players in any 
sport are the ones who have played the 

most matches.”

16 Saints have played more than 400 matches in their careers for 
our Club. With player welfare in mind and only a maximum of 30 
odd matches per season it is highly unlikely that many more will 

be added to this roll of honour.

Cick name to find out more about  

James Roby

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16268


NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - TRIES

“The players who have scored the most 
tries usually possess speed, elusiveness 

and anticpation. ”

“ Saints supporters have much to be thankful for, not 
just having had the privilege of witnessing great 

individual tries but some of the greatest ever team 
tries ever scored in our sport. “

Cick name to find out more about 

        Tom Van Vollenhoven  

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16468
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16468


Cick name to find out more about 

 Kel Coslett

NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - GOALS

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=15112


NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - DROP GOALS

Cick name to find out more  

Harry Pinner 

FOUR FOR HARRY 

On the 25th of February 1984 
Harry dropped four goals and 

scored a try in a Challenge Cup 
tie against Hull FC.  You can 

find the link to the match here. 

Harry was one of only a few 
Saints to captain Great Britain. 

He accomplished this in the 
1985 series against New 

Zealand.

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16167
http://www.apple.com/uk


NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - POINTS

Click name to find out more about 

 Kel Coslett

METICULOUS 

Reverse Chasse, silence appeal 

Toe end contact, skyward bound 

Fluttering flags, half turn reel 

The Coslett method, no longer found 

Communal gasps, reaction unnreal 

Two more points on Kel’s Welsh Crown

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=15112


COACHES OF THE SAINTS 1946-1996

JIM SULLIVAN 

The legendary Wigan full back crossed Billinge Lump to coach the Saints in the early 
1950s. One could easily argue that this coaching wizard has paved the way for the 
tremendous success over the past 74 years. No other coach has been in charge of a 
Saints team for more matches. Under his reign the Club won two Championships, 
the Challenge Cup for the first time and  defeated  Wigan in their first ever Final 

clash to lift the Lancashire Cup.



SL COACHES OF THE SAINTS 1996-2025

TOP FIVE WINNING COACHES (%) 

1. DANIEL ANDERSON 

2. JUSTIN HOLBROOK 

3. KRISTIAN WOOLF 

4. ALAN PRESCOTT 

5. JUM SULLIVAN



IMPRESSIVE PLAYER PERFORMANCES

MEN OF STEEL 

1978 GEORGE NICHOLLS 

2000 SEAN LONG 

2001 2002 PAUL 
SCULTHORPE 

2005 JAMIE LYON 

2006 PAUL WELLENS 

2007 JAMES ROBY 

2008 JAMES GRAHAM 

2018 BEN BARBA 

SIX TRIES IN A MATCH

GEORGE NICHOLLS 

World class international forward was 
the first Saints to win the coveted 

Man of Steel award.  George also won 
the Lance Todd Trophy and Harry 

Sunderland Trophy. In 1972 he played 
a key role in helping Great Britain win 

the World Cup. Quite a chap! Read 
more about him here… 

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16052


LANCE TODD TROPHY WINNERS 

1956 ALAN PRESCOTT 

1961 DIK HUDDART 

1966 LEN KILLEEN 

1972 KEL COSLETT 

1976 GEOFF PIMBLETT 

1978 GEORGE NICHOLLS 

1997 TOMMY MARTYN 

2001 2004 2006 SEAN LONG 

2007 PAUL WELLENS LEON PRYCE 

2008 PAUL WELLENS

SEAN LONG 

The Saints’ second highest points 
scorer is the only player ever to win 

the Lance Todd Trophy three times. A 
glance at Sean’s trophy haul below 

will leave you in doubt as to his status 
as one of our best ever players. 

Read about him in detail… 

Sean Long

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=15871


RECORD POINTS IN A MATCH 

SAINTS 112 V CARLISLE 0 

September 14th 1986 

Not only did this match regsiter the highest 
points scored by any Saints’ team, it also 

esatablished idividual goals and points records 
for classy, international centre Paul Loughlin. In 

this game Paul scored two tries and booted over 
16 goals for a match tally of 40 points.  

Find out more about this player by clicking the link below 

Paul Loughlin

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=15873


SIX TRIES IN ONE MATCH 

One might be forgiven in 
anticiptaing that such a feat would 

lie uniquely with the speedy 
wingers brigade. Not so at the 

Saints.  

Even though our elite wingers Alf 
Ellaby, Steve Llewellyn and Tom 

Van Vollenhoven achieved ths feat, 
they are joined on the rostrum by a 

couple of sensational stand offs - 
Frank Myler and Shane Cooper.  

FRANK MYLER 

The last player to captain a 
winning Touring Team to 

Australia in 1970.  Marvellous 
attacking player and great 

tactician on the field.

SHANE COOPER 

Cheeky Kiwi, lovely footballer 
and natural leader. Led the 

Saints back to the Trophy Trail 
in the later 1980s and early 

1990s.

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=16042
http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/player.php?num=15107


WELL ATTENDED - POST - WAR   
KNOWSLEY ROAD CROWDS 

This period was a boom time for sport in the U.K. The Saints’ supporters rolled up 
in their thousands to witness a revival in the club’s fortunes. Five digit 
attendances were the norm for home matches against all opponents.  

In the incredible 1952-53 season when the Saints were crowned Champions, 
under the tutelage of Jim Sullivan, the Knowsley Road ground hosted crowds of 
over 35000 against Wigan and Oldham, 32000 against Huddersfield and even 

16000 against minnows Liverpool City. 

RECORD CROWD 

The record Saints’ home crowd occurred on 
Boxing Day 1949 when 35695 crammed the 
terraces to see their heroes defeat Wigan by 
15 points to 8. They witnessed a masterclass 
from centre Jimmy Stott and a spectacular try 

from world record transfer winger Stan 
McCormick. 

 The link for the match is here

http://saintsheritage.ddns.net/saints/match.php?seq=2395


 ST HELENS RFC TIMELINE

1873 

St Helens RFC founded at 
the Fleece Hotel, St. Helens.

1874 

Saints play Liverpool Royal 
Infirmary at Boundary Road 

in their first match.

1885 

Saints move grounds to the 
St Helens Cricket Club 
fields in Bishop Road.

1889 

NZ Maoris defeat the Saints 
under floodlights at Bishop 

Road by 9 points to nil.

1890 

The Club move to Knowsley 
Road, their home for the 

next 120 years.

1895 

The Saints join the 
Northern Union and a new 

sport is born.

1897 

The Saints lose in the Final 
of the first ever Challenge 

Cup Final to Batley.

1909 

Australia play the Saints on 
their first ever tour and go 

down 9-0 to the Saints.

1919 

The first ever NU match 
against local rivals St. 
Helens Recs is played.



 ST HELENS RFC TIMELINE

1928 

Seven stars from the Saints 
and Recs are selected for 

the Tour down under.

1926 

Saints defeat local rivals 
Recs in Warrington to lift 

the Lancashire Cup.

1920 

The new pavillion at 
Knowsley Road is opened 

by Lord Derby.

1952 

In a shock move Wigan 
legend Jim Sullivan joins 

Saints as their coach.

1949 

A record Boxing Day crowd 
of 35695 see Saints defeat 

Wigan by 15 points to 8.

1932 

Saints become Champions 
for the first time by 

defeating Huddersfield.

1957 

Saints sign South African 
RU star winger Tom van 
Vollenhoven for £7250.

1956 

Saints defeat Halifax at 
Wembley to lift their first 

ever Challenge Cup. 

1953 

After remaining unbeaten in 
away league games Saints 
are crowned Champions. 



 ST HELENS RFC TIMELINE

1959 

Saints score over 1000 
points in a league season 
and become Champions.

1961 

Saints defeat Wigan at 
Wembley and Vollenhoven 

scores a wonderful try.

1964 

Saints defeat Swinton to lift 
the Lancashire Cup for a 

fifth successive year.

1966 

Saints captained by Alex 
Murphy win four trophies in 

one season.

1971 

Saints become back to 
back Champions with a last 

minute Benyon try.

1972 

Saints lift the Challenge 
Cup in a pulsating Final 

against Leeds.

1975 

Saints lose only 3 matches 
in the league campaign and 
are once more Champions.

1976 

Saints’ Dad’s Army win the 
Challenge Cup and 
Premiership Trophy.

1984/5 

Crowds return as Meninga 
inspires Lancashire Cup 

and Premiership victories.



 ST HELENS RFC TIMELINE

2000 

Saints defeat Wigan in the 
Grand Final as first back to 

back SL Champions.

2001 

Saints defeat Bradford in 
Challenge Cup Final held at 

Twickenham Stadium. 

2002 

A Sean Long drop goal 
seals a one point Grand 
Final win over Bradford.

1986  

Saints record a 112 to nil 
scoreline aginst Carlisle in a 

Lancashire Cup match.

1996 

Super League starts and 
Saints win a Challenge Cup 
and Championship double.

1999 

Ellery Hanley coaches the 
team to the first ever Grand 

Final win at Old Trafford.

2004 

Millward’s men beat Wigan 
to lift the Challenge Cup at 
Millennium Stadium Cardiff.

2006 

Saints lose only four 
matches in a season when 

all trophies were won.

2001 

Saints defeat Brisbane in a 
Bolton blizzard to become 

World Club Champions.



 ST HELENS RFC TIMELINE

2008 

Hull FC beaten as Saints 
win the Challenge Cup for a 

third succesive year. 

2012 

Saints move into the brand 
new Langtree Park Stadium 

in St. Helens.

2007 

Saints beat Brisbane again 
to become World Club 

champions.

2019 

Holbrook’s league leader’s 
team lift the Super League 

crown against Salford.

2020 

Jack Welsby scores an 
incredible late try to make 
Saints Champions again.

2014 

Saints defeat Wigan in the 
Grand Final at Old Trafford 

by 14 points to 6.

2022 

Woolf’s side become 
Champions for a fourth 

successive year.

2023 

Saints defeat Penrith in 
their own back yard to 

become WCC Champions.

2021 

Catalans fail to steal the 
Champion’s crown from the 

Saints at Old Trafford.



 ST HELENS RFC WOMEN

HISTORY 

The team was founded in 2013 as a section of the great community RL club, 
Thatto Heath Crusaders. In their inaugural season in the Womens Rugby 
League, the team topped the league winning 10 of their 11 matches and were 
victorious in their first Womens Grand Final. The Thatto Heath Crusaders then 
proceeded to win the next three Grand Finals in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
Furthermore the team enjoyed equal success in the Women’s Challenge Cup 
being victorious in four consecutive seasons from 2013 to 2016. 

In 2017 the competition was rebranded as the Womens Super League and the 
Crusdaers finished second in the league to an unbeaten Bradford Bulls. In 
2018 the team was integrated into the St. Helens RFC organisation, with 
Thatto Heath Crusaders supplying the vast majority of players for the newly 
named team. 

The Womens Super League has attracted sponsorship from Coral  and Betfred 
with television coverage courtesy of the BBC. The records maintained by the 
SHS encompass the matches undertaken since 2018. 



 HONOURS
CHAMPIONS 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2021

CHALLENGE CUP 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024

LEAGUE LEADERS 

2013 

2016 

2021 

2024

Emily Rudge (THC) and Amy 
Hardcastle (Bradford Bulls) in an 

early WRL tussle 

2018 Saints Women Squad



 SAINTS WOMEN’S RECORD



 SAINTS WOMEN’S RIVALS



 SAINTS WOMEN’S RIVALS



 SAINTS WOMEN’S RIVALS



 SAINTS WOMEN’S RIVALS



NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - APPEARANCES

CHANNY CROWL 

In 2025 Channy became the first woman to 
play 100 matches in the St. Helens RFC 
colours. 

Channy was a back rower who had been 
playing rugby league since the age of 8. 
She appeared for Widnes Moorfield, West  
Bank, Widnes Vikings and Crosfields 
before joining Thatto Heath ARLFC. From 
there she joined the mighty Saints. Channy 
had also captained Lancashire, played for 
England Lionesses and was a standout 
player for England in the 2019 World Cup. 



NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - TRIES

LEAH BURKE 

Leah was a member of the team which 
lifted the Challenge Cup in a resounding 
victory over York City Knights in June 
2021. Leah played on the wing in the 
finale to the 2021 campaign and 
demonstrated her prowess by crossing 
for a glorious brace of tries as the team 
powered to a great victory over the 
talented Leeds Rhinos side in October 
2021. That win rounded off the season 
and completed an historic unbeaten 
treble winning year. 
Leah was unlucky to miss out on most of 
the 2025 season due to a serious injury 
as she would have surely already 
crossed for 100 tries in the Saints 
Women’s jersey.



NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - GOALS

Beth Stott 

Former international 
Beth has now retired 

from the sport. 

Amy Taylor 

Local Thatto Heath 
woman and deadly 

accurate goal kicker.

Zoe Harris (left) classy stand 
off. 

Luci McColm (right) another 
great prospect in the red vee.



NOTABLE PLAYERS - INDIVIDUAL RECORDS - POINTS

FAYE GASKIN 

Widely regarded as the most complete player in the WSL. Her performances are characterised by great 
attacking ability, tactical prowess and of course tryscoring and goalkicking. As the only Saints woman to 
have dropped a goal, she continues to set record after record. 

Faye returned to the playing field for her planned final campaign in the 2024 season. She was instrumental in 
helping the Saints win the Challenge Cup at Wembley and finish the season as league leaders. The agonising 
Grand Final loss to York Valkyrie did little to mar her outstanding career. Faye swept the board at the end of 
season awards and fully intended to retire on the highest of notes. However, Faye provided the Club with 
great news soon after,  when she announced her decision to play on into the 2025 and 2026 campaigns. 



NOTABLE PLAYERS - THE DYNAMIC DUO

Best mates from their High School days, Jodie Cunningham and Emily Rudge cemented their firiendship 
by playing Rugby League together in school, at Thatto Heath Crusdaers, in the Red Vee of St. Helens RFC 
and on the international stage. Needless to say they have been instrumental in the success of the Saints 

Women and previously for Thatto Heath Crusaders.

JODIE 

A fabulous rugby league player and athlete with 
wonderful evasive qualities and rock solid 
defence. In 2021 she crowned her career by being 
voted as the Woman of Steel. 

The England international was a regular player for 
the Club throughout their unbeaten, treble 
winning campaign of 2021. Jodie usually plays 
loose forward but is equally happy at stand off. 

A regular TV commentator and pundit, Jodie now 
works at the St. Helens Club.

EMILY 

Away from rugby Emily Rudge is a PE teacher at 
a high school in St Helens.  

Emily was a powerful and aggressive backrower 
with a tremendous work rate. In the 2019 World 
Cup, despite coming off the bench against 
Papua New Guinea, she was top tackler. She was 
also named as England’s Best and Fairest player 
in the tournament.  

The current captain of England, Emily is absolute 
class and a deadly finisher close to the line. At 
the conclusion of the 2025 season Emily had 
crossed for 46 tries in 97 matches.  
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